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Dear Mr. Secretary: 


As you know, the alarming international phenomenon of "disappearances" 
has been a matter of great concern to the Congress. Indeed, Section 701 of 
Public Law 96-533 expanded the statutory definition of "a consistent pattern 
of gross violations of internationally recognized human rights" to Include 
specifically the category of "disappearances of persons by the abduction 
and clandestine detention of those persons." 


Unfortunately, the country of Argentina has long been Identified as 
one where thousands of disappearances have occurred. Last year, I received 
letters from the parents of three young men who disappeared in Argentina: 
Mauricio Fabian Weinstein, seized April 18, 1978; Jorge Victor Sznaider, 
seized May 12, 1979, and Martin Vazquez, seized July 18, 1978. I brought 
these cases to the attention of Secretary of State Muskie. A copy of the re- 
sponse I received from the Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations is 
enclosed for your information. 


I am aware that this Administration is concerned about the disappearances 
that have taken place in Argentina. In the course of the wide range of relations 
between the United States and Argentina, I would hope that the fate of the dis- 
appeared would be raised with the Argentine Government. 

Just this month, a new Government has come to power in Argentina, headed 
by Gen. Leopoldo Fortunato Galtieri. I would respectfully urge you to take 
advantage of this new opportunity to seek information from Presltgnt Galt4eri •— 
about the status of those thousands of Argentine citizens who ha\S disappeared^’ 

I recently received the attached letter from Marcos WeinsS&in, fQsfe 
father of the disappeared young man Mauricio Fabian Weinstein. |;pfould request’ 
that you bring the case of Mauricio Weinstein to the attention of the n^ GoveriJ^ 
ment of Argentina, and that you ask that Government to make the fullest possible 
effort to provide whatever information it can to Mr. Weinstein 1 strfamily. They; have 
been living in uncertainty for almost three and one-half years. Your assistance 
would be greatly appreciated. rr ' 
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